Introduction
Focus on effectiveness of national programs Do not emphasize econometric issues, but they influence our interpretation Programs discussed Mainline MDTA, 1962 -1973 CETA , 1973 -1982 JTPA, 1982 -1998 WIA, 1998 Good news: Random assignment assures internal validity Bad news: These were the only sites willing to participate National JTPA Study found statistically significant impacts of $847 for women and $856 for men participants in first postprogram year Impacts for youth were not small and not statistically significant GAO study found treatment-control difference persisted for 5 years, but was no longer statistically significant Mueser et al. (2007) used more recent propensity score matching approach and found similar results for Missouri using ES registrants as comparison group
Evaluation of Job Corps
Job Corps was evaluated using nonexperimental methods in 1970s and experiment in 1990s. Job Corps successful in many respects, but not in long run:
Increased education by about 1,000 hours, roughly equal to 1 more year of schooling Significant reduction in criminal activity in first 48 months Increased GED and vocational certificates by 20 percentage points In 4 th year after random assignment, earnings increased by $1,150 or 12% In years 5-10, no earnings gain for overall sample For youth 20-24, significant $1,000 earnings gain in year 8 and insignificant $780 gain in year 10 Cost-benefit analysis indicates that for 10-year period, program worthwhile for participants but not for society.
Employer-Focused Programs
Programs originally relied on a "Field of Dreams" approach: if you train them, employers will come For both JTPA and WIA states and local programs have boards with private sector majorities Programs originally relied on a "Field of Dreams" approach: if you train them, employers will come Over time, the system has come to recognize the importance of training workers to meet employer needs Three types of employer-focused programs discussed: On-thejob training, customized training, and sectoral projects
